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Alexis Thiry, legal advisor for the Geneva-based MENA Rights Group, said he had N . NEWS ANALYSIS OPINION FEATURES INVESTIGATIONS PODCAST  VIDEO
sent a letter to the company on Wednesday raising concerns as the plane
approached Lebanon.

Opinion > Perspectives

UN experts urged Lebanese authorities on Wednesday to reconsider Qaradawi's After Qa radan Case, no Ara b Leag ue

case, which they described as fast tracked, and reject his extradition, saying they R . .
fear he could be subject to torture, ill-treatment or enforced disappearance if he is State IS Safe fOF d |SS|dentS

deported.

As long as Arab states prioritise authoritarian interests over individual rights and freedoms, cases like Qaradawi's will
remain the norm, says Inés Osman.
Thiry shares these concerns. "We also fear that due to his profile and the fact that
he is wanted on political grounds, he will not be granted procedural guarantees

Perspectives 6 min read » 000 / 7:22 L)
including those of a fair trial," he said.

@ vés 0sman 1 21500, 2025

"This fear is reinforced by the lack of independence of the judiciary in the United

Arab Emirates.”
\I T ARAB NEWS  ANALYSIS  OPINION  FEATURES  INVESTIGATIONS PODCAST  VIDEO
The Geneva-based MENA Rights Group expressed alarm over
Live News Trending Opinion Video Explainers Q search Qev the extradition process, urging authorities to reconsider the
decision. The group has also highlighted the role of the Emirati-
MIDDLE EAST EYE  Waroniran lsrael's genocide in Gaza  Epstein Files. X0 04¢

owned RoyalJet, which reportedly flew al-Qaradawi from Beirut
to Abu Dhabi.

News | Human Rights

UK student Salma al-Shehab expected to be —
releas e d from Saudi pris on 'Wit in days! = [L'@rient-Le Jour Liban v Monde  Economie  Culture  Opinions “ Services - Vidéos

Rights groups say they anticipate release of the Leeds
University PhD candidate after a Saudi court reduced her

0 Human Rights Watch et Mena rights group ont ainsi documenté 23 situations

sentence

d'Algériens soumis a une interdiction de voyager, une pratique qui, disent ces

e deux organisations, « s’est intensifiée depuis 2022 ».

° « L'emploi récurrent et arbitraire d’interdictions de voyager a I'encontre de
personnes critiques est alarmant en Algérie, sachant que les cas que nous
avons répertoriés ne représentent que la partie émergée de l'iceberg »,
remarque Alexis Thiry, conseiller juridique 8 MENA Rights Group. Cette

pratique « viole les obligations internationales de 'Algérie » et a « des effets

dévastateurs sur les droits des individus », dit-il encore.
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https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/salma-al-shehab-expected-be-released-saudi-prison-within-days
https://www.newarab.com/news/lebanon-extradites-egyptian-poet-uae-sparking-outrage
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1446285/algerie-des-dissidents-arbitrairement-interdits-de-sortie-du-territoire-denonce-hrw.html
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m swissinfo.ch
HRW y MRG critican el
uso de prohibiciones
«arbitrarias» de viaje en
Argelia

03 febrero 2025 - 10:30 ®© 3minutos

Argel, 3 feb (EFE).- Las organizaciones de defensa de derechos
humanos Human Rights Watch (HRW) y Mena Rights Group (MRG)
criticaron este lunes que Argelia estd recurriendo cada vez mas a
prohibiciones «arbitrarias» de viaje como forma de represalia
contra quienes perciben como criticos y pidieron a las autoridades
locales que levanten estas prohibiciones y dejen de utilizarlas como
«herramienta para reprimir la disidencia».
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News | Inside Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia dpl::ms to execute Shia youths on
charges UN deems 'arbitrary’

YYoung men, who were minors at the time of their arrest,
participated in peaceful protests in al-Qatif in 2011 and 2012

The organisations, led by the Geneva-based MENA Rights Group, wrote in an
open letter that the Arab Interior Ministers Council must “undertake urgent
reforms, in consultation with civil society, to align its legal framework and systems
with international human rights law”.

The letter comes as the AIMC concluded its 42nd annual conference in Tunis
amid what the organisations said is “a rise in transnational repression”.

In the past four months, there appears to have been a significant increase in the
use of AIMC-circulated warrants to extradite or attempt to extradite individuals
believed to be sought by Arab states for political reasons.

subscribe Q=

In 2023, Human Rights Watch said the EHC complex was "essentially a prison" with as many as
2,700 Afghans held there.

Falah Sayed, an officer of MENA Rights Group which submitted the case, said the U.N. finding
could apply to thousands of refugees locked in EHC.

The U.N. Working Group has no enforcement mechanism, but its findings are often cited in court
cases and cases it covers frequently lead to detainees' release.

Lack of oversight

More broadly, there is a sense that the AIMC is a black box of information without any
public checks and balances, and one with growing power.

MEE understands that the council did not respond to UN experts who wrote a letter in
2023, warning that they were concerned that the AIMC was not shielding people wanted
over political activities from extradition and asking for clarity on 10 different points
related to their concerns.

MENA Rights Group, which has been leading on research and advocacy about the AIMC
and was among 15 civil society organisation campaigning this month to draw attention to
the body during its annual meeting in Tunisia, has only heard back from the body once in
an email acknowledging that the AIMC had received the NGO’s correspondence.

The AIMC did not respond to a request for comment for this article. Nor did the
Egyptian, Iraqi or Kuwaiti interior ministries.

Among those documenting the cases, there is an unsettling pairing of panic and
resignation.

Twice in three years, Alexis Thiry, a legal adviser with MENA Rights Group, has watched
on flight-tracking websites as planes flew into airports and took away individuals,
detained on AIMC warrants, whom he believed were wanted purely for political reasons.
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https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/hrw-y-mrg-critican-el-uso-de-prohibiciones-%22arbitrarias%22-de-viaje-en-argelia/88817782
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/saudi-arabia-plans-execute-six-shia-men-charges-un-deems-arbitrary
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/rights-groups-say-arab-league-run-council-perfect-tool-transnational-repression
https://www.middleeasteye.net/big-story/aimc-are-arab-dissidents-facing-new-wave-repression
https://www.reuters.com/world/asia-pacific/un-body-finds-us-uae-responsible-afghan-refugees-arbitrary-detention-2025-09-04/
https://www.france24.com/ar/%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%85%D8%AC/%D8%B5%D8%AF%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D8%B1%D9%82/20250611-%D8%B9%D8%B4%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A2%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%81-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D9%88%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%8A%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%85%D9%86-%D8%AC%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%AA%D9%87%D9%85-%D8%A5%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%A1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%81%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B0%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A3%D8%A8%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%AF-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=791938460091690
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https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/soumission-de-la-liste-des-questions-dans-le-cadre-de-lexamen-du-septieme-rapport
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/soumission-de-la-liste-des-questions-dans-le-cadre-de-lexamen-du-septieme-rapport
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/saudi-human-rights-commission-20-years-whitewashing-kingdoms-human-rights-record
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/saudi-human-rights-commission-20-years-whitewashing-kingdoms-human-rights-record
https://www.menarights.org/ar/documents/aljzayr-hzr-alkhrwj-mn-altrab-alwtny
https://www.menarights.org/ar/documents/aljzayr-hzr-alkhrwj-mn-altrab-alwtny
https://www.menarights.org/ar/documents/rwd-nanbl-yf-nqla-nabla-nwdhwr-nntnla
https://www.menarights.org/ar/documents/rwd-nanbl-yf-nqla-nabla-nwdhwr-nntnla
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/universal-periodic-review-mauritania-report-un-human-rights-council
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/universal-periodic-review-mauritania-report-un-human-rights-council
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/ntimidation-and-reprisals-cooperation-un-submission-secretary-general
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/ntimidation-and-reprisals-cooperation-un-submission-secretary-general
https://www.menarights.org/en/documents/counter-terrorism-and-security-instruments-reprisals
https://www.menarights.org/en/articles/interpols-new-draft-amendments-ccf-statute-could-make-it-harder-applicants-challenge
https://www.menarights.org/en/articles/interpols-new-draft-amendments-ccf-statute-could-make-it-harder-applicants-challenge
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https://www.menarights.org/en/articles/interpols-new-draft-amendments-ccf-statute-could-make-it-harder-applicants-challenge
https://www.menarights.org/en/articles/counter-terrorism-practices-incompatible-human-rights-mena-region
https://www.menarights.org/en/articles/counter-terrorism-practices-incompatible-human-rights-mena-region
https://www.menarights.org/en/articles/silencing-dissent-name-fighting-terrorism-administrative-measures-tool-repression-mena
https://www.menarights.org/en/articles/silencing-dissent-name-fighting-terrorism-administrative-measures-tool-repression-mena
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